By SHARON CALLAHAN

Edmund S. Muskie Fellow
Kamil Valiyev LM "06

KAMIL VALIYEV LLM 06 GREW UP IN THE CITY OF BAKU IN THE COUNTRY OF AZERBAIJAN, A FORMER SOVIET
REPUBLIC. A nation with a Turkic majority and a large Muslim population, Azerbaijan is a blend of cultures.
Located in southwestern Asia, it borders the Caspian Sea, between Iran and Russia, with a small European
portion north of the Caucasus range. Azerbaijan was briefly independent from 1918 to 1920, and later
regained its independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. It is becoming increasingly impor-
tant in world politics and the world economy because of its rich oil resources and its extensive 370-mile

border with Iran.

Valiyev, age 24, has spent the past year at Pierce Law studying intellectual property in the

Masters of Laws (LLM) program, and teaching Americans about his native Azerbaijan.

A 2005 recipient of a prestigious fellowship from the Edmund S. Muskie Freedom

Support Act/ Graduate Fellowship Program, Valiyev is one of 16 students selected
from Azerbaijan to be given the opportunity to pursue graduate studies in the
United States. The Muskie Fellowship Program, established in 1992, promotes
“supporting democracy and economic development in Eurasia and provides

\ opportunities for outstanding young professionals to study at the master’s degree
level in the United States.”
“T was very lucky to get this Fellowship,” says Valiyev. “It has played an
important role in my academic and professional development. I have had an
opportunity not only to study in the U.S., but to gain practical experience by doing
an internship, and to learn about American society, its culture and values by doing
community service, both of which are a requirement of the Fellowship.”
During his year at Pierce Law, Valiyev has taken time away from
his studies to visit high school history and geography classes
throughout New Hampshire to tell students about Azerbaijan,
its history, its culture and its future.

“Speaking with American students about my native

country and introducing them to our form of govern-
ment, our cultural diversity, and economy is a require-
ment of the Fellowship,” says Valiyev. “I am proud to
serve as my country’s ambassador. It is a win-win
for both countries.”

Valiyev’s enrollment in Pierce Law’s graduate
program does not represent his first educational
experience in America. In 2001, Valiyev studied
at the University of Oregon in Eugene where he

studied political science as an exchange student.
While at the University of Oregon, Valiyev
was honored with a “Rising Star” award in 2002
for his service to the community, as an active
participant in on-campus events and working
on the election campaign of State Senator



Susan Castillo. Valiyev also visited geography classes in local schools, sharing is knowledge of Azerbaijan. He completed his LLB
in 2004 from Baku State University.
“I spent a year at the Ministry of Commerce and Information Technology working on intellectual property rights and

information technology,” says Valiyev. “My work there focused on regulatory and policymaking issues in the field of intellectual
property and dispute resolution.”

This summer, Valiyev is interning at Silverberg, Goldman and Bikoff, LLP in Washington, DC. After completion of his
internship, Valiyev plans to return to this family in Baku and continue his work at the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology. His younger brother, Alj, is currently in military service and his sister, Dilara, is in middle school.

His parents are both employed, his father Zakir in business and his mother, Elmira, is an economist working for a state enterprise.

“T have made a lot of friends here, not only from the U.S., but also from all around the world—all made possible by Pierce

Law’s small size and the valuable efforts of the staff to create a warm and friendly atmosphere,” says Valiyev.
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