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Juris Doctor Degree Requirements:' First Year - By the beginning of your second year you
should have taken and received a passing grade in: Contracts, Torts, Civil Procedure, Property,
Constitutional Law, Article 2 Sales, Legal Skills I & II and a “perspective” course (i.e.,
Fundamentals of Law Practice, Fundamentals of Intellectual Property, Legal Philosophy or
Public International Law).

Second and Third Year - During their second year all J.D. students must take Criminal Procedure
I, Administrative Process, Professional Responsibility and an Upper Level Writing course. You
may take the required courses in either your second or third year. However, one or all of these
courses may be requirements for other courses and you should try to schedule them as soon as
possible. All of the required courses will be offered at least once each semester. In addition, the
Administrative Law & Advocacy Clinic will be offered each semester and during the Summer
(SU). This limited enrollment clinic (8 students) fulfills the Administrative Process requirement.

Upper Level Writing Requirement — All students are required to fulfill an upper level writing
requirement. Courses, seminars and activities that fulfill this requirement for the 2006 -2007 year
are listed on the Registrar’s web page.

Other Degree Requirements — The Pierce Law faculty requires successful completion of 84
credits toward the J.D., including the required courses. In addition, the faculty’s residency rules
require you to enroll in 6 regular (FA and SP) semesters for at least 12 credits each semester and
receive passing grades in at least 10 credits each semester.

" This is a summary of the requirements for the J.D. only. If you are working toward a joint degree, consult
the Graduate Programs Office for additional requirements. If you are, or come, under the jurisdiction of the
Academic Standing Committee additional, or different, requirements may be set for the completion of your
degree.



ADMINISTRATIVE LAW & ADVOCACY CLINIC 4 Credits

(2 Class/2 Clinic)
Professor Mary Pilkington-Casey FA/SP/SU
Fulfills the Administrative Process requirement.
Enrollment: Required J.D. course. Limited to 8 students. Students will be selected
by lottery if necessary with preference given to third year.
Prerequisites: None
Grading: Grades for the class section of the course will be based class participation

and written work. Grades for the clinical credits are based on case work.
Clinical grades will be based on is based upon the student’s development
of interviewing, research, writing, case analysis and advocacy skills.

Students will learn the basics of practicing law by handling administrative cases for clients that
include hearings before state agencies such as the Department of Employment Security and the
Department of Health and Human Services. Students will handle all aspects of the cases.
Students will interview, counsel, investigation, research applicable statutes, policies and
procedures, strategize, and provide oral and written advocacy on behalf of clients. As in the
practice of law, the volume and intensity of the work varies. Classes will meet once a week for
two hours. Class time is used to discuss materials in the text, US Supreme Court cases, clinic
cases and to “moot” cases prior to hearings.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS 3 Credits

Visiting Professor Brenda Reddix-Smalls FA

Fulfills the Administrative Process requirement.

Eligibility: Required J.D. course. Fulfills the administrative process requirement
for JD students and the Educators & Government requirement for MEL
students.

Prerequisites: None

Grading: Final examination, observation paper, and class participation via

presentation and in class exercises. No S/U grading option.

This course provides an overview of the structure of government and the practice of
administrative law. Every day the federal government publishes the Federal Register replete with
agency rulemaking and orders. The decisions of such agencies typically carry the force and effect
of law, making administrative law crucial to the day-to-day activities of many and an important
area for lawyers to understand in order to effectively be engaged in their communities and
represent their clients. The course will consider the structure of government; the power, and
limitations on power, of agencies; and the agency decision-making process. Wherever possible,
education-oriented cases provide course readings and materials. In addition to class, the course
will involve observation of administrative agencies at work and guest lectures.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS 3 Credits
Professor Thomas Field SP
Fulfills the Administrative Process requirement.

Eligibility: Required J.D. course. Limited to 70 students.
Prerequisite(s): Familiarity with the basic structure of U.S. government.
Grading: Based primarily on a final examination. Quizzes, and possibly a short



paper, will comprise 30-40% of the grade. No S/U grading option.

Objective: To satisfy the critical need for lawyers to understand generally why we have
government agencies; what agencies do; and how they are controlled externally. Besides
satisfying that requirement, the course treats most IP-related administrative law cases; credit may
therefore be applied toward the M.L.P. or LL.M. The timing and scope of judicial review is a
major topic, but we consider alternatives for getting what your clients need. In pursuing those
objectives, boundaries of legislative, executive and judicial powers, legislative-type versus
judicial-type rule making, the process importance of differences between normative and factual
issues, and a host of other fundamental concerns are addressed. Federal process is emphasized,
but important differences between that and state law are flagged.

ADVANCED APPELLATE ADVOCACY 2 Credits
Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement. FA
Adjunct Professors Michael Brown, Brian Quirk, & James Rosenberg

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students. Limited to 12 students.

Prerequisite(s): Legal Skills I & II. This course is required for those participating in
external Moot Court competitions. This course can be taken as a
classroom component to the Appellate Defender Clinic.

Grading: Graded on oral arguments, class participation and written assignments.
No S/U grading option

Course Outcome Objectives: learn the theory and principles behind appellate litigation; develop
complex analysis, research, writing and editing skills in preparing appellate briefs; and develop
more sophisticated oral argument skills. Course Content and Methodology: This course builds
upon Legal Skills II to examine the appellate process at a more advanced level. Students will
examine the basic principles behind appellate litigation to enhance their study of law in general,
and will be trained to become skilled appellate advocates. During the semester, students will be
expected to be outlining, writing, revising and editing on a weekly basis. This course generally
meets once a week for 2 hours. At several times during a semester, while students are working on
writing projects, class time may be used to research and write, meet individually with the
professor or work on collaborative projects. During regularly scheduled class times, students will
learn about the principles of the appellate process, and advanced techniques of persuasion and
writing.

ADVANCED CRIMINAL PRACTICE CLINIC 3 Credits (Clinic)

Professor Charles Temple FA/SP/SU

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students. Limited to 10 students.
Students selected by professor. See introduction.

Prerequisite(s): One semester of Criminal Practice Clinic, Professional Responsibility,
Criminal Procedure, Evidence, Trial Advocacy and Criminal Law

Grading: Classroom and clinical work. No S/U grading option.

Students handle a more complicated case load mix and special projects, such as bail reform
advocacy, reduced custody program advocacy, and legislative or regulatory reform. With more
frequent instructor-student interaction but no classroom component, students apply their
advocacy and law practice management skills on a more autonomous level, and on issues with
potentially broad system impact. Students will be required to draw upon various aspects of their
legal education to analyze, problem-solve and advocate. Each student must sign up for a



minimum of 9 hours in the clinic each week. This is not intended as an upper limit on a student’s
work time; rather, it is a definite framework during which a student is expected to be available for
client meetings, substantive case work, consulting with opposing counsel, meeting with the
professor, etc. Students will find it necessary to arrange additional time for visiting incarcerated
clients, court appearances, investigative work, etc. The clinic has its own library of substantive
and procedural texts, treaties, and informational binders relating to criminal practice. Each
student will have access to the New Hampshire Public Defender Courtroom Handbook.

ADVANCED LEGAL RESEARCH 2 Credits
Professor Barry Shanks SP

Eligibility: Open to all except first year students. Limited to 16 students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Students are required to produce a research pathfinder in a subject area of
their choice as the major research project. In addition, in-class
presentations and a collection development project constitute the
required work products for the course.

Advanced Legal Research is designed for students who want to explore print and on-line research
sources in more depth and to fine-tune their skills as cost-effective legal researchers. While there
will be some review of basic research tools, the purpose of the course is to examine areas of
research not covered in the introductory Legal Research course such as administrative research,
legislative histories, international research sources, and materials designed for the practitioner.
The course is designed to assist students in moving away from reliance on Lexis and Westlaw.
Print sources will be evaluated and compared with online sources such as subscription databases
and the free web. The format of the class consists of a combination of discussions,
demonstrations, guest speakers and student presentations.

ADVANCED LICENSING INSTITUTE 2 Credits

Professor Karl Jorda SP

Eligibility: Open to all except first year students.

Prerequisite(s): Technology Licensing

Grading: Final Examination. Mandatory Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory grading.

Intensive, four-day seminar covers business arrangements involving patents, trade secrets,
trademarks and copyrights, their negotiation and implementation, actual licensing situations and
financial considerations. Advanced Licensing Institute is directed by Professor Jorda and awards
two credits for student attendees providing they meet the Technology Licensing prerequisite and
CLE credits for licensing practitioners. Presenters include prominent US and foreign intellectual
property licensing professionals who cover finely-tuned topics and share keen insights into the
basic organization and subtle details of licensing and technology transfer practice.

ADVANCED TOPICS IN TORTS, LAWYERING PROCESS 3 Credits
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FA
Professor Mitchell Simon

Fulfills Upper Level Writing Requirement

Eligibility: Open to all but first year students. Limited enrollment.
Prerequisites: Must have completed all first year courses.



Grading: The graded will be based on the writing or writings, an oral presentation tailored
to the project selected, and the quality of the feedback given to other students in
the class.

This seminar will allow students to explore in depth a topic of their choice from three diverse
substantive areas: Torts, Social Justice or the Law of Lawyering. Once the student has selected
and refined the topic, the student and professor will design either a single piece of theoretical
writing analyzing some aspect of the topic or a series of shorter, more practice oriented, writings.
Example of topics that might be undertaken in this course include the feasibility of non-client tort
actions against lawyers, limitations on the use of defamation or rights of privacy in the
information age, and creative methods for achieving enhanced access to justice. Students may
use the course to develop papers for writing competitions or writing samples or to develop
drafting skills. Class time will be devoted to in-depth discussion of the topics selected by the
students and to exercises designed to improve writing, legal analysis and research skills.

ADVANCED TOPICS IN TRADEMARK LAW 2 Credits
Professor Susan M. Richey SP
Fulfills Upper Level Writing Requirement

Eligibility: Open to all but first year students. Limited enrollment.
Prerequisites: Trademarks and Deceptive Practices (3 cr.) or U. S. Trademark Law (2 cr.)
Grading: TBA

This course is a seminar course in which each student will study a discrete problem of trademark
law in depth and will produce a paper of publishable quality for submission to a publication of the
student’s choice. The course will satisfy the upper level writing requirement, and, hopefully,
through group discussion and review of one another’s research and writing, the course will
expose students to a variety of issues related to trademark law, beyond their individual topics.

ADVANCED TRIAL ADVOCACY 3 Credits
Adjunct Professors Jacqueline Colburn & David Ruoff Sp
Eligibility: Limited to 12 students chosen through a selection process.
Prerequisite(s): Evidence and Trial Advocacy.

Grading: Trial preparation.

Through this course, students compete in one of two national trial advocacy competitions during
the late winter, during which students intensively prepare and conduct a trial. One regional
competition is held in mid-February and the other in late February. National finals (if a team
advances) are held one month later. Students receive the competition problem in December, and
normally return from winter break one week early to begin the intensive case analysis,
brainstorming and courtroom advocacy practice necessary to prepare and conduct a jury trial in a
short time period. Numerous practice rounds are held, with students arguing before a variety of
visiting judges. The regional competitions are held before actual judges and lawyers, with Pierce
Law teams competing against trial teams from law schools throughout New England.

ANNUAL SURVEY OF NH LAW 3 Credits
Adjunct Professor David Rothstein Check Schedule
Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Eligibility: Second and third year students who are selected by the professor.



Prerequisite(s): Legal Skills I and II
Grading: Completion of article.

In this course, students research, prepare and write a scholarly article to be published in the
Annual Survey issue of the NH Bar Journal, consisting of six or more articles. The Bar Journal
circulates to every member of the NH Bar and Judiciary. Each article will focus principally on a
recent opinion of the New Hampshire Supreme Court and discuss the opinion in a scholarly
manner, e.g., by tracing the cases leading up to the decision, by discussing the impact or
significance of the decision, and by comparing it to similar cases in other jurisdictions. In
addition to selecting articles for publication, the editors of the Bar Journal will formally
acknowledge the best of the articles with an award.

ANTITRUST LAW 3 Credits
Professor Bill Murphy SP
Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination, quizzes, class participation.

The antitrust laws of the United States developed in reaction to the abuses, actual and perceived,
of uncontrolled private economic power that became politically unacceptable near the end of the
nineteenth century. As America changed from an agrarian to an industrial nation, the public and
lawmakers became increasingly convinced that some businesses were attempting to acquire
monopoly power and excessive profits. To frustrate these attempts, Congress passed laws against
certain business behavior and practices. In the ensuing hundred years, antitrust theory evolved
and antitrust enforcement has waxed and waned, with controversial effect. As we enter the second
century of this legal activity to separate appropriate from pernicious corporate behavior, the cries
for renewed vigor in antitrust enforcement are heard from many quarters.

Although antitrust analysis can seem arcane and frustrating, consideration of the antitrust laws is
imperative for any business client. This course will explore the operation of the competitive
market process, issues that have arisen in the marketplace, passage of the antitrust laws to deal
with perceived problems in the market, and how the federal judiciary has construed these laws.

From the text, readings, cases, and classroom discussion you will learn tools and analytical
techniques for assessing the antitrust risks of corporate and individual behavior. The primary
emphasis will be on individual analysis of assigned cases and readings, although there will also
be some group analysis and decision-making.

General Policies: A significant portion of the learning experience in this class will be gained
from the quality of the classroom discussion. As a consequence, you are expected to be prepared
for class and to participate. In fairness to all students, assignment deadlines will be strictly
followed.

APPELLATE DEFENDER PROGRAM 3 Credits (3 Clinical)
Professor Chris Johnson FA/SP/SU
Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Eligibility: Open to third year students, and second-semester 2Ls. Limited to 4
students.
Prerequisite(s): Criminal Procedure I and Legal Skills I & II. If the class is



overenrolled, students must submit a statement of interest and grades
received in certain courses.
Grading: Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis.

The Appellate Defender Clinic offers students an opportunity to develop their written advocacy
skills in an intensive, clinical setting. Over the course of the semester, students will be required
to read the records and write appellate briefs in two criminal cases, under the supervision of
Appellate Defender attorneys. Early in the semester, each student will receive a trial transcript
and notice of appeal, and will begin to prepare the defendant's brief. Throughout the semester,
students will participate also in the work of the Appellate Defender in that they will attend a
number of moot arguments by Appellate Defender attorneys, and in that they will make editorial
and substantive comments on draft briefs written by the attorneys. Approximately mid-semester,
students will receive a second transcript, and will begin work on a second defendant's brief.
Ordinarily, each student will work with a different attorney on each brief. During the preparation
of each brief, written work shall be submitted to the supervising attorney for comments on an
almost-weekly basis, and students shall meet with their supervising attorneys as necessary. Over
the course of the semester, students shall observe an attorney-client meeting and arguments at the
Supreme Court, and shall at the end of the semester deliver a moot court oral argument based on
one of the briefs written.

ARTICLE 2 SALES 2 Credits
Visiting Professor Brenda Reddix-Smalls Sp
Eligibility: Required first year J.D. course. Open only to 1L students
Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: TBA

This course provides an introduction to statutory law governing the sale of goods. Our
primary focus will be Article 2 of the Uniform Commercial Code, which has been
adopted (with minor variations) in all fifty states. However, we will also compare and
contrast the U. N. Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods, which
governs many international transactions, and we may touch very briefly upon a few other
relevant commercial statutes. In this course, we will focus on the specific nature of
statutory interpretation, as well as the substance of the law governing sales.

BANKRUPTCY 2 Credits
Adjunct Professor Dan Sklar Sp

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None. Business Associations is recommended.

Grading: Final examination, midterm examination, and class participation.

This is a basic course designed to provide all students with a familiarity and working knowledge
of the United States Bankruptcy Code and the bankruptcy courts. In general, the course will be
divided into three main topics. First, the class will review and discuss the fundamental principles
on which the entire Bankruptcy Code is based. Second, there will be a review of consumer
bankruptcies, to wit: Chapter 7s and Chapter 13a. Thereafter, the balance of the course will focus
on corporate and business reorganizations under Chapter 11. The class utilizes a casebook
together with the Bankruptcy Code and the bankruptcy rules. The course involves substantial
reading and preparation.



BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS: The Law of Organizations 3 Credits

Professor William Murphy FA
Professor John Orcutt SP
Eligibility: Open to all but first year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination and midterm examination.

This is the basic survey course designed to provide all students with a fundamental understanding
of the law applicable to organized group activities. Business associations developed to allow
individuals to work through the action of others and to permit the accumulation of capital. This
required the development of legal principles to deal with the set of relationships that evolved
among shareholders, creditors, managers, and workers. Although many law schools approach the
subject through various separate legal categories (such as Agency Law or Securities Law), we
will try to maintain a more integrated approach as we examine the issues surrounding the
formation, the rights and duties and the governance and control of business associations. As a
consequence the course will cover the basics of three traditional core subjects: agency,
partnership and corporations. In addition, we will spend time developing an understanding of the
regulation of securities. The course will also draw upon the insights the student has gained in his
or her first-year Contracts, Torts, Civil Procedure, and Property courses. Over the last 20 years
there has been an increased scholarly interest in the organization of productive activities,
particularly in the economic and business literature. The approach in this course will be to attempt
to blend the theoretical with the practical. While we will use the traditional legal case studies and
academic articles when appropriate, students will also be required to analyze non-court case
problem sets that represent likely scenarios a lawyer would encounter in practice.

BUSINESS ENTITIES TAXATION 3 Credits
Professor Steve Black SP
Eligibility: Second and third year students only. Limited to 30 students.
Prerequisite(s): Personal Income Taxation.

Grading: Midterm and final examinations.

This course examines the tax consequences of the corporate and partnership life-cycle:
formation; operations (making/losing money and transactions between the entity and its owners),
and termination. Various tax strategies will be discussed, including deferral of taxes, converting
ordinary income to capital gain, and income shifting. Time and student interest permitting,
advanced topics such as tiered partnerships and corporate reorganizations may be covered.

BUSINESS PLANNING 3 Credits
Professor Steve Black FA
Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): Personal Income Tax, Business Entities Tax and Business Associations
(or be taking them concurrently)

Grading: Written Assignments

The course is designed to be an “exit” or “pinnacle” course; that is, we will be making use of
several broad areas of business law (tax, corporate, IP, labor, securities, antitrust, etc.) as we



consider the needs of a hypothetical business client.

Some time will be spent in class discussing substantive law; however, the primary focus will not
be on learning the law, but rather on making use of our knowledge of it to plan business
transactions.

There will be no exam; instead, students will prepare the documents to put into effect their plans
for the client.

CHILDREN AND THE LAW 3 Credits
Professor Mary Pilkington-Casey FA
Eligibility: All but first year students.

Prerequisites: None.

Grading: Final examination and class participation.

This course provides students with an overview of an array of issues involving children,
their parents and society. Topics will include such areas as the history of laws involving
children, children in the legal system and the state’s responsibilities towards children as
well as parent’s rights towards their children and the state’s right to intervene in that
relationship.

Class time will be used for lecture and discussion regarding text materials. The course is designed
to cover the law on a national scope. We shall use a basic children and the law text. Classroom
attendance and participation are expected.

CIVIL PROCEDURE 4 Credits
Professor Kimberly Kirkland FA

Eligibility: Required first year JD course.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Examinations, class participation and performance in other graded

activities. No S/U grading option.

This course surveys the civil litigation process. It begins by exploring the decision to litigate: the
available remedies (what a court can award to the prevailing party), and the attorney’s fees and
other costs involved in litigation. Next, the course examines the pretrial phase of litigation, when
most disputes are resolved: the requirements for complaints and answers, the discovery process
for gathering information, pretrial motions (such as motions to dismiss and for summary
judgment) asking courts to resolves cases without trial, and various settlement options. Third, the
course looks at some of the procedural aspects of trials: when does a right to trial by jury exist
and various motions for judgment made during trial. (Detailed exploration of trial rules and
process is available in upper-class courses such as Trial Advocacy and Evidence). Fourth, the
course covers the effect of a judgment in one case on litigation involving the same parties and/or
facts. Finally, the course considers some of the difficult constitutional issues at play in civil
litigation including jurisdiction i.e., which courts have power over which kinds of cases and over
which parties. Throughout the semester, the course emphasizes not only the mechanics of the
litigation process but also application of procedural rules to actual and hypothetical disputes,
including strategy considerations and lawyers’ ethical and professional responsibilities in the
litigation process.



CIVIL RIGHTS LITIGATION 3 Credits

Professor Jordan Budd FA

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final exam and classroom participation. No S/U grading option.

This course focuses on litigation under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 - the principal vehicle for civil rights
claims prosecuted in the federal courts. The primary emphasis of the course is on the practical
and procedural aspects of civil rights litigation, including matters such as standing, immunities,
various issues relating to pleading and proof, the availability and choice of remedies, and the
recovery of attorneys' fees. The final component of the course focuses on selected substantive
topics, such as prison reform litigation, and examines the efficacy of civil rights remedies in
vindicating claimants' interests. The course is designed to give students the practical skills
required to effectively litigate civil rights claims in the federal courts while providing insight into
the larger jurisprudential debate that has shaped the law in this area.

COMPARATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 3 Credits
Professor Jordan Budd SP
Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement

Eligibility: Open to all but first-year students. Limited enrollment.
Prerequisites: None
Grading: 20-page paper and class participation. No S/U Grading Option.

This course examines and compares the constitutional law of several different nations
with a focus on three central themes: constitutional systems and the concept of
constitutionalism, the role of judicial review, and the identification and enforcement of
fundamental rights. In the area of fundamental rights, we will consider how different
constitutional systems recognize and protect rights of free expression, religious freedom,
privacy and personal autonomy, and minority interests. Grading will be based on class
participation and a 20-page paper on a comparative constitutional law topic. As part of
the class participation component of the course, each student will be expected to
participate actively in class discussions and to make an in-class presentation of his or her
final paper.

CONFLICTS OF LAW:

JURISDICTION, JUDGEMENTS & CHOICE 3 Credits
Professor Marcus Hurn FA

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination. S/U grading permitted but not recommended.

This is a body of law that cuts across all substantive subjects. When the courts of more than one
jurisdiction are involved in a dispute, or when the parties or their affairs are involved in more than
one jurisdiction, it becomes necessary to decide whose rules to apply and whose decisions ought
or must be followed. Say an airplane made in Washington, sold to an airline based in Georgia,
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breaks up over Laguardia Airport, scattering bodies and damaging property on the ground in New
York and Connecticut, leaving heirs and victims resident in several states and foreign countries,
who all bring different law suits. Whose law of product liability, wrongful death, inheritance,
damages, statute of limitations, etc., will be applied, and will the decision in some cases have
binding effect in others? Or one state gives a specific performance remedy involving land in
another. Or a state tries to prevent the takeover of a local business chartered in Delaware. Or a
rich person of ambiguous domicile dies and different states try to tax the estate. Or a N.H. court
refuses to defer to a custody order of another state, or of Quebec, because one parent has brought
the child here. The traditional core of this subject is a bar exam topic intermittently tested in most
states. Further, because it necessarily involves reexamination of jurisdiction, res judicata, and all
the basic subjects, it is traditionally considered a good course to tie together the law in
preparation for the bar and practice. Most lawyers don't know much about it and are easily
intimidated by those who do.

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 4 Credits

Professor Richard Hesse SP

Eligibility: Required first year JD course.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Midterm and final exam. Class participation is expected. No S/U
grading option.

American constitutional law focuses primarily on three issues: the distribution of power
(including the power to decide constitutional questions) among the three branches of the federal
government; the distribution of powers between the federal government and the state
governments; and the limitations on governments generally in their dealings with individuals. The
growth of constitutional law in the past 30 years makes it difficult to give more than an
introduction to each of these areas. In the individual rights area, we are able to cover only equal
protection, due process, and a limited introduction to the First Amendment.

CONSUMER AND COMMERCIAL LAW CLINIC 4 Credits (2 Clinical, 2 Class)
Professor Peter Wright FA/SP/SU

Eligibility: Second and third year students only. Enrollment limited to 8 students,
priority given to third year students.

Prerequisites: None. Evidence recommended.

Grading: Two grades are given. One is for classroom work, which is based upon
participation and written work. The clinical grade is based upon the
student’s development of interviewing, research, writing, case analysis
and advocacy skills

On behalf of clients we prosecute and defend cases involving identity theft, unfair trade practices,
small business disputes, predatory lending, auto fraud, bankruptcy, unfair sales practices, debt
collection defense, and commercial issues. Students are required to interview clients and
witnesses, investigate facts, research applicable state and federal law, write pleadings and briefs,
and conduct court proceedings from motion hearings to trials. We appear in District, Superior,
Federal and Bankruptcy courts. The clinic is operated as a small law firm to familiarize students
with many of the practice management systems used by firms throughout the country, including
calendaring, conflicts checking, time and billing, word processing, case management and
specialized practice software. We will use clinic cases during class to discuss theories and
strategy, to practice direct and cross examination and to learn creative analysis and problem
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solving for our clients. Before all significant court appearances, students “moot” the anticipated
argument or procedure in the clinic courtroom.

CONSUMER LAW & BANKRUPTCY 3 Credits

Professor Peter Wright FA

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students

Prerequisites: None

Grading: Individual written work product including a complaint, jury instructions

and written analysis of a bankruptcy problem, plus class participation.

This course will introduce students to major consumer protection doctrines, such as Unfair Trade
Practice Acts, Federal Truth in Lending, Fair Debt Collection Practices Acts, Fair Credit
Reporting, as well as important procedural devices for enforcing these protections, such as federal
and bankruptcy court actions, class actions, arbitration, private rights of action, private attorney
general actions, as well as Chapters 7 & 13 of the federal Bankruptcy Code. With the emphasis
on federal and state statutes, principles of statutory construction will be covered in some depth.
We will also focus on theory building, case analysis and preparation and writing of effective court
pleadings.

CONTRACTS - MIP/LLM 3 Credits
Professor Joseph Dickinson FA
Eligibility: Required MIP/LLM course.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination. No S/U grading option.

This course is required of all candidates for intellectual property degrees who have not completed
a course in American common law contracts for a number of reasons. One very successful
student articulated the motivation that fueled her success stating: “I came here to learn how to
deal with the barbarian. Common law contracts are its rules.”

By successful completion of the course in Common Law Contracts a student will:

1) Know the rules of contracts in the context of both their evolution and their
application;
2) Have both knowledge of and facility with the vocabulary of contracts. This

vocabulary is common and thus essential to the discourse within the subjects making
up the specialization in Intellectual Property;

3) Have the opportunity to understand and utilize American common law process by
which evolving legal doctrine and policy are formulated. Much of the law impacting
International Intellectual Property law practice is the product of the common law
process and thus an understanding of that law requires an understanding of the
process by which that law becomes articulate together with the values inherent in that

process;

4) Understand the values inherent in the American common law of contracts and the
role those values have in the application of the common law of contracts;

5) Learn through the method of instruction the skill of case analysis, the value of

engaged legal discourse about cases, and the experience necessary to maximize the
opportunity of subsequent courses where the skills and experience are presumed to be
possessed by the student.
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CONTRACTS 3 Credits

Professor Joseph Dickinson FA
Eligibility: Required first year JD course.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination. No S/U grading option.

The course on common law contracts is essential to an understanding of American law.
The study of contract law contemporaneously with the first year required courses, Torts,
Civil Procedure, and legal Writing & Research is a part of the immersing first step in the
process of training to become a lawyer, of beginning to perceive the world and the
solution to its problems from the perspective of a professionalized lawyer rather than
from that of a layman trained to comprehend the world through other disciplines. The
teaching method of this contracts course, dialectic investigation of appellate cases, is an
exercise facilitated by Professor Dickinson to the purpose of maximizing the
professionalization process. The method of instruction can be successful in promoting a
student’s success only to the extent that the student makes the effort to be engaged in the
class through sound preparation and participation either active or vicariously in the
discourse of the class. The skills the course seeks to develop are enhanced by engagement
in the exercise in much the same way that the exercise of weight lifting builds muscle.

By successful completion of the course in Common law contracts a student will:

1) Know the rules and principles of contracts law in the context of both their
evolution and their application and to understand the reasons
supporting/justifying those rules and principles;

2) Have both knowledge of and facility with the vocabulary of contracts. This
vocabulary is common to and thus essential to the discourse of the law;

3) Have developed a keen regard for the facts and the analytically critical
attitude that are exemplified by the good lawyer;

4) Have learned by the experience the discipline, satisfaction in and necessity
of sound preparation.

5) Know how to do effective case analysis and from that analysis to formulate
sound arguments favoring both sides of an issue to the conclusion of
determining a defensible judgment of the issue under analysis;

6) Understand and be able to implement the American common law process
by which legal doctrine and policy are articulated. By this study a student
will understand the values inherent in the common law legal process and
comprehend the role of those values in the application of the common law of
contracts;

7) By the method of instruction learn the value of engaged legal discourse
about cases and gain the experience necessary to maximize the opportunity
of subsequent courses where the skills of case analysis, sound thorough
preparation and productive discourse are presumed to be possessed by the

student.
CONTRACTS 3 Credits
Professor John Orcutt FA
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Eligibility: Required first year JD course.

Prerequisite(s): None.

Grading: Midterm and final examination. Additional credit will be awarded for
above average classroom participation. No S/U grading option.

In its simplest form, contract law deals with the world of legally enforceable agreements. The
goal of this course is to introduce students to U.S. contract law, focusing primarily on the
common law’s approach to contract law. While U.C.C. Article 2 (sale of goods) is an important
component of contract law and will be mentioned in the course, it will not be a focus of the
course. Rather, Article 2 will be covered in depth in the SP semester U.C.C. course.

This course employs a non-traditional approach to teaching contract law. Rather than using a
casebook or employing the Socratic method of teaching, students will learn contract law through
the use of the CaseFile Method™ . The CaseFile Method™ is an attempt to bring to law school
the “case method” approach to learning which has been applied in business schools for decades.
For each class, students will be assigned a case file. A case file consists of (1) a memo from a
senior partner in a hypothetical law firm with a particular client problem to resolve, (2) a memo
from a legal assistant summarizing certain aspects of the relevant law and (3) a few relevant cases
and possibly excerpts from relevant contracts treatises (e.g., the Restatement (First), the
Restatement (Second) or Williston). With these materials, students will try to act as lawyers and
resolve a client's contractual problems. Class time will be used to discuss the files and the
students’ resolutions of the problems. A student’s role in this class will be analogous to that of a
new associate in a law firm. The primary goals from this approach are (a) to allow students to
spend time acting as lawyers, so that they may learn lawyering skills (rather than acting as
students, which only reinforces student skills) and (b) to have a specific purpose when reading the
contracts materials, which hopefully will cause more of the materials and lessons to sink in.

COPYRIGHT LAW 3 Credits
Professor Mary Wong FA/SP
Eligibility: Open to all except first year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Primarily based on a final examination, with the possibility (to be

confirmed and based in part on the final class size) of a midterm test or a
group or individual written assignment, and class
participation/performance. No S/U grading option.

This course is intended to introduce the student to fundamental principles of U.S. copyright law.
The legal protection of "creative" content as an intangible property right has been statutorily
recognized in the U.S. for over 200 years. While such legal protection is often seen

as economically motivated, the law has changed over time, in response to both technological
changes as well as international developments. By facilitating an understanding of copyright law
in the context of such changes, this course should enable the 21st century legal practitioner to
deal with the challenges of the Information Age.

COPYRIGHT LICENSING 2 Credits
Professor Mary Wong Sp
Eligibility: Open to all but first year students.

Prerequisite: US Copyright Law
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Grading: Grades will be based on a final exam, class participation and licensing
assignments.

This course will treat the licensing of a wide range of copyrighted works, including software,
print published works, online works (including websites), databases (copyrightable and not), et al.
To the greatest extent possible, we will use the course as a laboratory for the negotiation and
crafting of actual agreements and business arrangements. We will also consider, from a law and
policy perspective, the future of copyright in a digital world, including peer-to-peer file-sharing,
digital rights management, and related emerging technologies.

CRIMINAL LAW 3 Credits

Professor Charles Temple FA/SP

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Midterm exam, final exam, and classroom participation. No S/U
grading option.

This course focuses on the substantive criminal law. We study the common law and statutory law
of crimes, including the elements of criminal offenses and formal defenses. We also examine the
basic philosophical positions (retributive and utilitarian) as they inform not only the development
of the substantive law, but the recurring policy questions concerning punishment objectives. After
a brief study of the principles defining and limiting the criminal law, we enter an intense
examination of the concepts of criminal intent and voluntary conduct. We look at the notions of
accomplice liability, conspiracy and criminal attempts. We then study the elements of substantive
offenses against persons and property. Thereafter, we focus on the formal defenses of self-
defense, insanity, intoxication and other justification and excuse defenses.

This course aims to prepare the student for both the practice of criminal law and the bar
examination. To accomplish this, we not only drill the black letter law, but also engage in lively
dialogue and debate concerning prosecution and defense strategy and tactics. Students will also
engage in writing exercises and oral advocacy presentations designed to teach the practice of
criminal law. This course will combine academic learning with practical education.

CRIMINAL PRACTICE CLINIC 5 Credits (3 Clinical, 2 Class)

Professor Charles Temple FA/SP/SU

Eligibility: Second and third year students only. Limited to 10 students; selected by
professor.

Prerequisite(s): Professional Responsibility, Criminal Procedure, Criminal Law,
Evidence and Trial Advocacy.

Grading: Classroom and clinical work. No S/U grading option.

The Criminal Practice Clinic has three primary objectives. First, to integrate classroom-taught
principles into a problem-solving and client-centered approach to providing legal counsel and
advocacy. Second, to develop practical skills in the areas of courtroom advocacy, law practice
management and the practice of law. Third, to apply the above knowledge and skills in the
context of a criminal client=s legal needs and within the procedural and social realities of modern
trial practice. Each student will achieve these objectives through a combination of reading,
lectures, practical exercises, courtroom observations, criminal justice system tours (e.g., prison,
jails, lab), mooting and case conferencing of assigned cases, and actual trial practice. Each
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student will carry a varied case load consisting of juvenile delinquency, misdemeanor, and felony
matters. Since there are no formal examinations, course grade is determined by student work
throughout the semester, both in classroom and clinical work. Class meets each Wednesday in the
courtroom. This time frame may be flexible during the SU session. In addition, each student must
sign up for a minimum of 9 hours in the clinic each week. This is not intended as an upper limit
on a student=s work time; rather, it is a definite framework during which a student is expected to
be available for client meetings, substantive case work, consulting with opposing counsel,
meeting with the professor, etc. Students will find it necessary to arrange additional time for
visiting incarcerated clients, court appearances, investigative work, etc. The clinic has its own
library of substantive and procedural texts, treaties, and informational binders relating to criminal
practice. Each student must purchase the FPLC Criminal Practice Clinic Handbook. Students
will have access to the New Hampshire Public Defender Courtroom Handbook.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE I 3 Credits

Professor Chris Johnson FA

Professor Buzz Scherr SP

Eligibility: Required course for J.D. students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Grading is based on a midterm, final exam and class participation. No
S/U grading option.

Criminal Procedure I provides an overview of the criminal justice system and covers in-depth the
law of arrest, search and seizure, confessions, eyewitness identification and entrapment. The
organizing principle is the constitutional constraints on police in the course of their investigation
of criminal cases. Students will also engage in writing exercises and oral advocacy presentations
designed to teach criminal procedure. This course will combine academic learning with practical
education.

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE II 3 Credits
Professor Keith M. Harrison SP
Eligibility: Open to all but first year students

Prerequisite: Criminal Procedure I

Grading: Final examination.

No S/U grading option. (See syllabus for complete grading details.)

In this course students will examine the Constitutional requirements for a fair criminal trial under
the 5", 6" and 8" Amendments. Topics include the right to counsel, the right to proceed pro se,
the right to a public jury trial, and rights on appeal.

CROSS CULTURAL NEGOTIATIONS FOR IP DISPUTES 2 Credits
Adjunct Professor David Plante SuU

Eligibility: Open to all but first year students. Limited enrollment.
Prerequisite(s): Some familiarity with patents, trademarks, trade secrets and licensing.
Grading: Class participation, pre-class preparation and journals.

Through interactive exercises, preparation, and actual negotiations in realistic IP settings, skills

are explored and developed (e.g. building trust, confirming understanding, reframing, exploring
options, dealing with difficult people and difficult issues, breaking impasses, repairing relations),
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and conventional assumptions are explored. Preparation for each class and full participation in
every class are required. To obtain credit for the course, each student must attend and participate
in each class activity from beginning to end. Before the first class, each student must have read
Getting to Yes, Getting Past No, and When Cultures Collide. The entire course will be conducted
in English.

CURRENT ISSUES IN INFOTECH AND INTELLECTUAL 3 Credits
PROPERTY FA
Professor Mary Wong

Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Eligibility: Open to all except first-year students; limited to 20 students.
Prerequisite(s): Must have taken, or be concurrently taking an intellectual property
law course (e.g., Fundamentals of IP, Trademarks, Copyrights, etc.)
Grading: A written paper (counting for between 70-80% of the total grade) and
class participation (counting for between 20-30% of the total grade). No
S/U grading option.

Rapid advances in information technology have enabled content creators, distributors and users to
produce and disseminate information much more quickly and widely than ever before. New
means of tracking and controlling the flow of such information have also been developed. From
software to the Internet, the ability to grant, yet control, access to legally-protected content has
generated new and important legal issues that challenge the scope of intellectual property and
other laws. Examples of such challenges include the “open source movement” to anti-
circumvention laws and data privacy issues, which are some of the topics that will be covered (on
a weekly basis) in this course. Students will be expected to participate actively in class
discussions, and to write a term paper on a topic of their choice. This course will provide students
with a broad understanding of the current controversies and “hot button” legal topics in the digital
world today. It will be useful for students who intend to join a technology-intensive practice,
whether in a law firm, in-house or as an entrepreneur. It also complements other courses being
offered by Pierce Law in the same general area, such as e-commerce, information society,
cybercrime and similar courses.

CYBERCRIME 3 Credits

Adjunct Professor Ronald Weikers SP

Eligibility: Open to all but first year students

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: 30% class participation; 15% midterm; 15% in-class presentation; and

40% in-class presentation.

As society becomes more dependent upon data and computer networks to operate our businesses,
government, national defense and other critical functions, the risks posed by hacking, “malware”
and cyberattacks escalate. Although cybercrimes can be analogized to more traditional criminal
law violations, the technology that offenders employ is very new, making hackers more elusive
and the damage they cause often more widespread. CyberCrime examines the new and
traditional laws that govern security of data on networks, especially those that are connected to
the Internet.
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With good preparation, good class attendance and constructive participation, students will gain
the following from CyberCrime: 1) An intermediate level, technical understanding of
cyberattacks, networks and the internet; 2) Knowledge of conduct that is prohibited under
generally applicable security laws; and 3) An ability to critically evaluate the strengths and
weaknesses of security laws and relevant case law. CyberCrime will provide students with a
competitive advantage for practicing law in this cutting-edge field.

DEBTOR-CREDITOR RELATIONS 3 Credits
Professor Marcus Hurn FA
Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination. S/U permitted, but not recommended.

We will study judicial enforcement of debts (attachment, execution, garnishment, etc.); creation
and enforcement of security interests in personal property (U.C.C. Article 1X); and bankruptcy. It
is fundamental for a general or business practitioner and involves a lot of what might be
considered consumer law. Much of the material is on the bar exam in most states.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 3 Credits

Adjunct Professor Peter Wolfe FA

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Grades are based on class participation, student journal, and a final

exam. Students are required to complete 4 to 6 hours of observations in DR forums.

The vast majority of legal cases are resolved prior to trial. This course focuses on why
trials rarely occur and how the student can effectively represent their client’s interests
outside the litigation model. The focus is on how to successfully use the different dispute
resolution models. Students learn to negotiate settlements while dealing with the many
tactics employed by negotiating parties. They also learn when mediation or arbitration is
appropriate and how to effectively represent clients in these processes. Each of these
processes is examined critically with discussions of their strengths and limitations. The
legal, ethical and policy issues associated with each process are examined. Classes are
divided between lecture and class exercises.

e-COMMERCE AND THE LAW 2 Credits
Professor Bill Murphy FA

Eligibility: Open to all but first year students. Limited enrollment
Prerequisite(s): None
Grading: Final exam, presentation, and class contribution.

The emerging world of electronic commerce has brought new challenges to traditional areas of
the law, as well as creating new issues previously unexplored. At its most fundamental level
electronic commerce or e-commerce is the use of electronic information and communication
technologies to facilitate the buying and selling of goods and services. Although technically e-
commerce has been around since the invention of the telegraph, then later the telephone and most
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recently the fax machine; the emergence of computer networks has propelled e-commerce to the
forefront of modern business practice. The term e-commerce encompasses a variety of business
activities in the information age economy, ranging from merely using the computer as a
communication device between buyer and seller, to the electronic delivery of product,

and even to the creation of new types of products and services. This increasing interest in
electronic commerce has brought pressure on some areas of the law.

Worried clients seek advice of counsel to help them navigate the uncharted sea. With a paucity of
case law, and a rapidly changing technology that constantly transforms the business landscape,
providing advice that has the desired degree of certainty can be difficult. This course will explore
the emerging (and sometimes conflicting and uncertain) body of case and statutory law as it
applies to the use of new information technologies in a commercial context. We will cover
electronic transactions, liability concerns, procedural issues (such as jurisdiction, and proof and
evidence), and regulation (including taxation).

EDUCATION LAW 3 Credits
Adjunct Professor Scott Johnson FA
Eligibility: Open to all but first year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Assignments and class participation.

Education is seriously influenced by the Constitution, by judicial opinion and by both state and
federal statutes. This course is a basic survey course in law as it relates to schools. It surveys
relevant constitutional principles, legislation, agency regulation and judicial decisions, which
have shaped the direction of public education. The topics covered include compulsory education,
curriculum and academic freedom, students’ rights, teachers’ rights, Title IX and VII (prohibiting
discrimination), special education and accommodation. The goal of the course is to provide
students with the background and tools necessary to understand the context and nature of a legal
question in this subject area and to identify a methodology to find the answer. Course
methodology includes case analysis, role play, and problem solving.

EMPLOYMENT LAW 3 Credits

Professor Kimberly Kirkland SP

Eligibility: Open to second- and third-year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: 50% class participation and performance on in class simulations; 50%

final examination. No S/U grading option.

Using the Case File method used in business schools, this course hones students’ legal analysis
skills in the context of an array of employment law problems. For each class students will read a
case file that includes a memo from a senior attorney presenting a client with an employment
problem and a number of relevant cases and statutes. During class discussion students will be
required to analyze the relevant law in the context of the client’s problem. Students analyze
problems concerning employment contracts, wrongful termination claims, employees’ rights to
privacy, defamation in employment, and a variety of employment discrimination claims.

ESSENTIAL BUSINESS CONCEPTS FOR LAWYERS 2 Credits
Adjunct Professor Eric Norman SP

19



Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.
Prerequisite(s): None
Grading: Problem sets and min-exams 90%; Class contribution 10%

One of the primary problems facing many lawyers servicing business clients today is a lack of
understanding of essential business concepts. To further complicate matters, over the last decade
business practice has changed significantly. A new arsenal of analytical tools and techniques is
now used by business clients in addition to the traditional ones.

This course is designed to introduce the various accounting, financial, marketing, decision
analysis and strategic planning tools and techniques so that the lawyer can be a productive
participant in the business decision-making process, rather than remain an ignorant bystander (or
worse an ignorant and counterproductive intruder). We will cover the basics of accounting,
finance, marketing, decision analysis, project management and strategic planning. In addition we
will cover the practical and ethical concerns and dilemmas that are often arise when counseling
the business client.

In many ways this course is analogous to the standard Business Law course found in the business
school curriculum, and suffers from some of the same problems since it is, by its very nature, an
extremely rapid overview of a number of vastly complex subjects. Even though we won't be
covering any of the topics in great detail, it is hoped that you will emerge conversant and
comfortable with the techniques and terminology. The course should also be of interest to those
who plan to become involved in the management of their legal practice, since many of the
concepts are equally applicable in this area.

Among the topics covered will be: basic accounting; selection of organizational form; basic
finance; how to read financial reports; asset valuation; the marketing process; strategic planning
techniques; decision trees and risk analysis; and project management techniques.

ESTATE PLANNING 3 Credits

Adjunct Professor Michael Wood Sp

Eligibility: Open to third year students.

Prerequisite(s): Personal Income Taxation and Wills, Trusts & Estates -contemporaneous
enrollment is permitted.

Grading: Final examination and project.

This seminar is intended to focus on the situational application of the principles examined in the
Wealth and Tax courses, and on the practical considerations most frequently encountered in estate
planning law practice.

ETHICS, MORALS & THE PRACTICE OF LAW SEMINAR 3 Credits
Professor Kimberly Kirkland SP
Fulfills the Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students only.
Prerequisite(s): None
Grading: Class participation and performance on written assignments through the

course of the semester. No S/U grading option.
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The goal of this course is to ask what it means to be an ethical lawyer, to practice law and live
with integrity. The course challenges students to find their own ethical and moral voices and to
make the decisions they will face in the practice of law consciously. Much of the reading for the
course is in the form of stories, both fiction and nonfiction. Students will also read legal and non-
legal scholarship on ethics and morality. Through these readings, students will explore and
evaluate the dominant presumption explore and evaluate the dominant presumption that a
lawyer’s personal and professional ethics are and must be kept separate.

The course will require students to consider these issues by taking positions and making the kind
of judgments lawyers make about what cases to take and what strategies to pursue in the course
of representation of their clients. Students will then be asked to reflect on the judgments they
have made and explore other approaches. The semester will be spent addressing ethical issues in
the way the most frequently arise for lawyers: in complicated, messy, human interactions, where
multiple issues arise at once, where there are often no good answers, and where the Rules of
Professional Responsibility provide little or no guidance or require conduct many find difficult to
follow. Much of the reading for the course is in the form of narratives, i.e. stories, both fiction
and nonfiction.

Students will evaluate their ethical constructs and to explore whether these constructs have
changed since they entered law school. Students will participate in class discussions and
exercises, keep a journal reflecting on the stories and scholarship they read, and write and rewrite
a final paper or series of essays, on approved topics of their choice relative to the course.

EVIDENCE 3 Credits

Professor Buzz Scherr FA

Adjunct Professor Behzad Mirhashem SP

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students only.

Prerequisite(s): None. Evidence is a Prerequisite for Trial Advocacy, Expert Witnesses &
Scientific Evidence and IP Litigation.

Grading: Examination

This course involves the study of law governing the flow of information into trials, focusing on
the Federal Rules of Evidence. The course emphasizes the development of the skill of factual
analysis and of methods for analyzing evidentiary problems. It is not a course on the
memorization of a body of rules. Rather, the principles underlying the rules and their application
are the focus.

EXPERT WITNESS & SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE 3 Credits

Professor Buzz Scherr FA

Eligibility: Open to third year JD and MIP/LLM students. Limited to 36 students.

Prerequisite(s): Evidence and at least concurrent enrollment in Trial Advocacy. This
class is a Prerequisite for IP Litigation.

Grading: Class participation.

This course recognizes that whatever type of lawyering one does (from patent litigation to
criminal defense), one must have an ability to manage effectively expert witnesses and scientific
evidence. This course functions as an Advanced Evidence and Advanced Trial Advocacy course.
It examines the law as to the admissibility of and limitations on expert testimony and on scientific
evidence. It requires students to develop a competence in the use of experts during litigation by
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participation in simulated witness preparation, direct and cross-examination exercises.

EXTERNSHIPS-JD 4,6 or 11 Clinic Credits
Professor Ellen Musinsky 1 class credit
FA/SP
Eligibility: Second and third year students only.
Prerequisites: Professional Responsibility
Grading: Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

This program provides law students with an opportunity to work outside of the law school for
credit. Students receive credit for working with experienced lawyers in all types of legal settings.
Field supervisors must be experienced in the type of practice designated for the externship, and
must be committed to regular communication with the extern about their work. The program is
described in greater detail in Rule IX of the Academic Rules and Regulations. Details about
selecting an appropriate externship are described in a booklet entitled “Selecting an Externship."
Both the Rule and the booklet are available on the school’s web site. Students interested in
externing should read both the Rule and the booklet.

Students may select either part or full time externships. All externships must be approved by
Professor Musinsky. Students interested in enrolling in the program must set up a meeting with
her to discuss their learning goals. At the meeting she will review your goals and will try to make
suggestions for possible externships. She will also attempt to assist you with finding an
externship, though it is not possible to guarantee a position.

The program allows you to look for your own placement, but all placements must have
appropriate supervision, which requires experience lawyers, and challenging work designed to
help you learn about being a lawyer.

In addition to the work at the externship, students will be expected to write a weekly report,
participate in an on-line discussion group, and submit a paper at the end of the semester. Grades
for the clinical credits are S/U. Grades for the class credit are O/S/U.

Registration for JD externships:

Students who are planning to do externships should register for the number of credits that they
seek for their clinical credits and must enroll for the 1 credit class. In addition to registering, in
order to be eligible for the credits, students must meet the requirements detailed in Rule IX of the
Academic Rules. In summary, a student must have successfully completed a Professional
Responsibility course, be in good academic standing or have the approval of the Academic
Standing Committee and have secured an appropriate placement. Professor Musinsky is charged
with determining whether a placement is appropriate for the number of credits sought.

In addition students must complete all of the requisite written information. The information
varies depending on the externship. All of the required forms are on the web. All students must
fill in an application and most will also need to complete the three way agreement. “Selecting an
Externship." provides details regarding the written information that students must complete.

The externship program is capped at 40 for FA. It will be capped at 45 in the SP. In the event

there are more students seeking externship than can be accommodated, students will be selected
on a first to be approved basis. To be approved a student must secure an approved placement and
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receive notice from Professor Musinsky that the placement is satisfactory for the number of
credits sought.

FAMILY LAW 3 Credits
Professor: Mary Pilkington-Casey SP
Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination and participation 75% and project 25%.

This course provides an overview of the law as it relates to modern families, including defining a
family, the parties’ relationships with each other and their children as well as the consequences of
dissolution of the family. The main topics covered will be marriage, divorce, encroachments on

family privacy, and rights and obligations of individuals in traditional and nontraditional families.

Family law is in a period of rapid change as the social, political, and economic history of the

latter 20th century has encouraged all the players in various family situations to search for legal
change to accommodate the rapid change in society. Court decisions, lawyers’ arguments and the
legal issues themselves all show the impact of societal, political, and economic change in the field
of family practice. The course will explore not only how the law has evolved in recent years, but
will explore areas where change is sought and/or is likely.

Class time will be used for lecture and discussion regarding text materials. Experts from outside
the school may teach several classes. The course is designed to cover the law on a national scope.
We shall use a basic family law text. Classroom attendance and participation are expected.

FEDERAL COURTS 3 Credits
Professor Jordan Budd SP

Eligibility: Open to second and third year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Final examination and class participation. No S/U grading option.

Federal Courts examines the scope of and limitations on the federal judicial power, focusing on
three main themes: (1) the courts’ relationship to the other two branches of the federal
government, (2) the proper relationship between the federal and state governments, and (3) the
mechanisms employed by federal and state courts to enforce rights created by federal
constitutional and statutory law. The topics covered include congressional control of federal
court jurisdiction, justiciability, Supreme Court review of state court decisions, sovereign
immunity and its abrogation, abstention, civil rights lawsuits, judicially created rights of action,
and habeas corpus.

FEDERAL TRADEMARK & REGISTRATION PRACTICE 1 Credit
Professor Ashlyn Lembree SP
Eligibility: Open to all but first year students.

Prerequisite(s): Trademark Law

Grading: Examination
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The objectives of this course are: to familiarize the student with the vocabulary and practices of
federal trademark prosecution; to explore the differences between registration on the
Supplemental Register: to introduce the student to the U.S. Trademark Offices, electronic
application filing system; to present the student with strategies for responding to formal rejections
and substantive rejections of applications; and to outline the procedures and requirements for
maintaining a federal trademark registration once it is obtained.

FUNDAMENTALS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 3 Credits
Professor Tom Field FA /SP
Fulfills the first year perspective.

Eligibility: Designed for students with little or no IP background. Anyone who has
received credit for more than one other IP course may not enroll except
on an S-U basis.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: 70% final examination and 30% quizzes. S/U grading option not
available for first-year students.

Objectives: To introduce basic substantive requirements and procedures for obtaining,
maintaining and enforcing patents, copyrights, trade secrets, trademarks and related subject
matter.

Description: Beyond the basics, the course explores underlying policy goals and conflicts internal
and external to intellectual property -- for example, the occasional tension between patent and
copyright protection, or the tension between free speech and trademark or copyright protection.
We also touch upon matters such as the extent to which IP is “property,” the responsibilities of
various IP agencies and courts, and the relationship between state and federal governments.

FUNDAMENTALS OF LAW PRACTICE 3 Credits
Professors Mitchell Simon, Charles Temple, Sunny Mulligan Sp

and Peter Wright

Fulfills the first year perspective.

Eligibility: Open to first year students.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Grades will be based on class performance and evaluation of written

products. No S/U grading option.

The role of this three-credit course is to: (1) expose students to the excitement of working with
individual clients by emphasizing the people-oriented part of the work; (2) develop crucial
lawyering skills, including the use of facts in legal analysis; (3) utilize innovative and active
teaching techniques. The course will be team taught by experienced practitioners and will use
simulated exercises (one criminal and one civil) to advance the students- writing and analytical
capacities and to teach certain practical skills such as client interviewing, negotiation, and motion
practice.

GENETICS & THE LEGAL SYSTEM 3 Credits
Professor Buzz Scherr SP
Eligibility: Open to second and third year students. This course does not overlap

with Law and Biotechnology, which primarily addresses commercial
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genetics. There is no requirement of a science background to take the
course. Whatever understanding of scientific issues is needed for the
course will be provided.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Based on one paper and class participation.

This course is a survey of some of the varied and interesting intersections of the new genetic
knowledge with the legal system. Topics may include genetic discrimination, a physician’s duty
to warn third parties, the use of behavioral genetics in criminal cases, DNA databanks, eugenics,
genetic testing, genetic causation in civil cases, forensic DNA, evidence etc. The two major
themes of the course will be (1) genetic information and privacy, and (2) how new complex
scientific information and principles interact with established legal doctrines and law
development.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS SKILLS I 3 Credits

Professor Will Grimes FA/SP

Adjunct Professor Martin Jenkins FA

Eligibility: Required MIP/LLM course.

Prerequisite(s): None

Grading: Three legal writing assignments form the primary basis for the course
grade.

Will introduce the basic skills of legal analysis and relate it to how the U.S. legal system is
organized, including principles of jurisdiction, basics of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, and
strategic use of the sources of law. Will teach the sources of intellectual property authority and
strategies of legal research.
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